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1. Programme strategy: main challenges and policy responses
Reference: points (a)(iii), (iv), (v) and (ix) Article 22(3) of Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 (CPR)

Border Management

One of the advancement measures of the national Public Security Development and Enhancement
Programme, approved in 2021, is "Strengthening the Capacities and Capabilities for Controlling the EU
External Border and Irregular Migration". This measure provides for the deployment of new border
surveillance systems and the modernization of previously installed ones, the acquisition of new and
improved assets, the development of integrated communication systems, enhanced risk assessment
processes, and the strengthening of border guards’ skills and operational capacities — all aimed at ensuring
an appropriate level of external border protection. In line with this strategy, the fund will support a range
of related areas.

Lithuania (LT) has established national strategy for European IBM through close cooperation between all
national authorities responsible for the management of external borders and return. The national strategy
is in line with Article 3 of Regulation (EU) 2019/1896, the multiannual strategic policy for European IBM
and the technical and operational strategy.

The situational picture cover land, sea and air border surveillance and border checks and is available at the
National Coordination Centre (NCC). NCC should be further reinforced to obtain and analyze aggregated
data from other information systems used for border control and to standardize the way data is exchanged.
LT controls 1,073 km long the EU external border with the Republic of Belarus (BY), the Russian
Federation (RF) and see border. Currently 61% of the external borders are monitored by border
surveillance systems: 100% of maritime and land border with RF and 38.62% of border with BY.

Since June 2021, LT has faced a drastic increase in irregular migration flows from BY to LT. Due to the
increased flows of irregular migrants crossing the LT-BY border, Lithuanian Government declared state
emergency in the country since 2 July 2021.

Top citizenship of irregular migrants detained till 30 of September of the 2021: citizens of Iraq (2 810),
Congo — Brazzaville (204) and Cameroonian (134).

In response to the situation, the State Border Guard Service (SBGS) increased the number of patrols by
border guards and over a wider range of areas and recruited and trained new border guards for patrols and
technical monitoring. The other means of control were also increased with more frequent aerial patrols.
SBGS applied for the ISF Emergency Assistance to carry out effective border control and protection (both
ground and aerial surveillance, detection of illegal migrants) and ensure necessary conditions for the
reception and accommodation of irregular migrants (additional vehicles for transportation and equipment
for catering of illegal migrants is needed).

LT requested for support from the Commission and 3 EU Agencies, as well as for activation of Union
Civil Protection Mechanism (UCPM). Poland, Greece, Croatia, Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Slovenia,
Austria, Norway, Czech Republic, Latvia, Slovakia, Denmark, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Portugal,
France, The Netherlands have already provided the support.

To increase awareness of the situation at the border and maximize clarity (detention of offenders),
electronic surveillance system must be installed at the 6 frontier stations on border with BY. With the
installation of these border surveillance systems 100% of the external EU border would be monitored.
Lithuania are going to use BMVI Thematic Facility funds to enhance and expand surveillance systems and
technologies, as well as to purchase means of transport for the service units controlling the border with
BY and irregular migrants at this border.

In addition, in the section of the national border with Belarus, repair works are planned to begin on the
border patrol path that runs along the physical barrier and the footprint detection strip. This will allow
officers to respond faster to illegal border crossings.

The patrol path repairs and upgrading of existing surveillance systems will be ensured with the BMVI
national programme. The border surveillance systems will be continuously maintained by the national
resources. The physical barrier (4-meter-high and about 550-km-long) was installed using only national
resources.

The technical equipment for the land and sea border surveillance systems have been installed mainly with
the EBF and ISF support.

Lithuania has a national registration database for foreigners. People arrived from Ukraine have possibility
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to register at the migration services or special registration centres (hubs). 57,907 Ukrainians have been
registered in LT up to 27/06/2022. 57,133 of them have applied for temporary protection since the war on
Ukraine started. The programme could cover future measures should the needs arise.

Mobility for border guards is provided by transport means and patrol boats. There are plans to renew part
of the vehicle fleet. Land and sea vehicles have been co-financed mainly by the EBF and ISF support.
Through 2021-2022 SBGS will acquire 1 new Coastal patrol vessel (CPV) and 2 new Coastal patrol boats
(CPB) built under the ISF programme to support the EBCGA operations. In order to be able to
accommodate and safely berth new CPV and CPBs’, there is a necessity to rebuild the old pier. The first
part of the pier reconstruction carried out by the Schengen Facility support in 2007.

On average 11.5 million people cross the Lithuanian border every year. There are 17 road, 5 rail, 5 river, 4
sea and 4-airport border crossing points (BCPs). To facilitate legitimate border crossings, to prevent and
detect illegal immigration and cross-border crime and to effectively manage migratory flows the border
control procedures need to be improved and modernised through development of advanced control
systems and strengthening of abilities to ensure adequate border checks.

Lithuania carried out the integration of its national border infrastructure with the EES via the NUI and
subsequent operation of the NUI in line with the Regulation (EU) 2017/2226. The data quality will meet
the overall requirements for the proper functioning of the EES and an efficient border check procedure.
The EES entered into operation in october of 2025 and was funded by the ISF and national funds.

The implementation of the national components of the ETIAS is carried out in line with the Regulation
(EU) 2018/1240 and will be completed by the end of 20263. Measures for implementing ETIAS in an
efficient way will be continued using BMVI funds.

The national components of the SIS, in line with the requirements of Regulation (EU) 2018/1861 on the
establishment, operation and use of the Schengen Information System in the field of border checks (SIS
recast) will be implemented by March 2023. The SIS has been introduced and developed with the EU
support.

Therefore Lithuania will follow the development and use of EES, ETIAS and SIS, as well as to improve
the links with the Visa Information System (VIS) and the European Asylum Dactyloscopy Database
(Eurodac) for border management purposes. Lithuania will carry out the maintenance of their national
components and seek to ensure the interoperability of EES, ETIAS, SIS, VIS, Eurodac and their
communication infrastructure.

The new components implemented according to framework of interoperability between EU information
systems in the field of borders and visa (Regulation (EU) 2019/817) and in the field of police and judicial
cooperation, asylum and migration (Regulation (EU) 2019/818) will make EES, VIS, ETIAS, Eurodac
and SIS interoperable.

The required border control systems have been established but in many cases further improvement will
also be necessary. Operational equipment, such as detection tools and terminals for consulting systems as
well as means for transport for the control of external borders need to be upgraded. To adapt the overall
capacity for ensuring adequate border checks, the BMVI support will be used to acquire technical and
operational equipment related to border control.

To contribute to the implementation of European Action Plan to strengthen the fight against counterfeiting
of travel documents, the fund will support improved data collection and the exchange of information on
counterfeiting of documents.

To improve the abilities to detect counterfeiting of documents, Lithuania will take into account the
support that, under the powers conferred on them, can be granted by such agencies as EBCGA, CEPOL,
EUROPOL, especially through training.

To fight effectively against cross-border crime, criminal intelligence capabilities will be strengthened
through the acquisition of state-of-the-art tools and instruments for border guards, through development of
new ways of activities, risk analysis, through a customized risk analysis, and enhanced cooperation with
other national authorities.

The border management training is and will be constantly improved, taking into account the Schengen
Evaluations Recommendations, changing circumstances and operational needs. Training activities
supported by the fund will be based on the relevant harmonized and quality-assured European education
and common training standards for border and coast guarding.

The technical developments, criminal intelligence capabilities and border management training in the field
of border control have been ensured mainly with the ISF support.
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Lithuania will contribute, within the quotas allocated to it, to the deployment of the standing corps of the
EBCGA and to strengthening of other key capabilities.
Information on ongoing selections to the permanent forces and participation in the activities of the
EBCGA will be made publicly available.
Lithuania will continue to participate in the preparation, management and execution of operations
organised by the EBCGA.
From Aug 3, 2021, to Dec 31, 2024, SBGS officers denied entry to 22,962 third-country nationals (TCNs)
attempting to cross illegally from BY at unauthorized points. To support the effective implementation of
the EU Pact on Migration and Asylum (PACT), LT approved a National Implementation Plan (NIP). In
line with the priorities and needs outlined in the NIP and the national strategy, the following activities are
planned to be added to the BMVI programme:
A common migration and asylum information system: Eurodac’:
e Setting up and development of Eurodac key functionalities (relevant for the Pact);
e Hardware/software equipment, development of IT systems (for EURODAC);
e Machinery/equipment (for EURODAC);
e Interoperability requirements.
A new system to manage migration flows at the EU external borders - advancing the screening:

e New infrastructures for screening and, when necessary, for border procedures;
Machinery/equipment for screening and, when necessary for border procedures;
Specialised SBGS staff;
Hardware/software equipment, development of IT systems for screening and, when necessary, for
border procedures;
Rethinking reception:

e First immediate relief at the external borders (food, non-food items and basic material assistance,
such as hygiene kits, blankets, clothes, food packages, sleeping bags, nappies, baby bottles,
medical aid incl. vaccines etc.).

e Mobile groups providing physical care, medical screening and care, psychological support.

Contingency measures:

e New infrastructures for screening and, when necessary, for border procedures;

e First immediate relief at the external borders;

e Contingency reserve.

To protect fundamental rights, national legal systems incorporate the requirements and safeguards flowing
from EU law, the ECHR, as well as international human rights and refugee law. Border control will
ensure implementation of the fundamental rights safeguards of the Schengen Border Code and related EU
law instruments.

e o o

Visa Instrument

The entity coordinating issuance of the Schengen visas at Lithuanian consulates abroad is the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Lithuania (MFA). A strategic goal of MFA is to further consolidate and strengthen the
current administrative and operational capacity in order to ensure that visas continue to be issued in full
compliance with Regulation (EC) No 810/2009. Therefore, the fund support will be used to make all the
necessary upgrades to ensure continued fulfilment of all legal obligations.

The national priorities are the optimization of the network of consular posts and its maintenance costs,
expansion of consular coverage with the support of EU funds, further cooperation with other Schengen
partners and the use of external service providers.

Lithuania co-operates with an external service provider (VFS Global) for the provision of services in
applying for a visa. Currently, Lithuanian visa centers operate in 18 countries and in 2023-2024, the plan
is to open new visa centers in Asian countries, areas where there are no Lithuanian representations.

To ensure that the external service provider properly performs the tasks assigned to it, also in accordance
with the provisions of the Visa Code, on-site inspections of visa centers must be carried out on regular
basis.

Lithuania underlines the importance of further evolution of the national VIS (N.VIS) in accordance with
evolutions of the central VIS and the Visa Code. Further development of N.VIS is necessary to ensure
sufficient capacity, security and its operational continuity. The gradual updating of equipment for end-
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users of the VIS is no less important.

Within the framework of the national ISF programme 2014-2020 the full implementation of N.VIS,
upgrading of the technical and communication equipment of the working places at key visa services,
purchase the leased line service (four international communications channels), training for consular
officers and other staff were supported.

Regulation (EU) 2021/1134, which aims to reform the VIS, requires Member States to collect biometric
identifiers — specifically, a facial image and ten fingerprints — from applicants for a Schengen visa.

To support digitalisation of the visa procedure and in coordination with the Commission Lithuania is
going to participate in pilot projects (e.g. online applications) and implementation of legislative changes
(e.g. digital visa).

The consular officers and other staff of the visa services are properly trained. However, innovations in the
Schengen acquis, technologies and working methods require that knowledge be constantly updated and
qualifications improved.

Lithuania will only allocate 9.16% (instead of 10%) because this allocation corresponds to needs for
Lithuania at this time. As a result of the changing migrant flows and mass influx of 2022, Lithuania
prioritises border control and security. However, in accordance with Article 13(3) BMVI Regulation, the
objectives of Specific Objective 2 will be achieved with the 9.16% allocation.

Special Transit Scheme (STS)

Following on the previous STS funding priorities the BMVI resources will be used for the compensation
of foregone fees and for additional costs, which result directly from the specific requirements of
implementing the operation of the STS and which are not generated as a result of the issuing of visas for
the purpose of transit or other purposes.

The main task remain to ensure that the procedure for issuing Facilitated Transit Documents (FTD) is
fully in line with the provisions of the Schengen acquis and the facilitated transit system works smoothly.
Given the new technological solutions available, it is planned to upgrade the infrastructure, IT systems we
use for insuring the functioning of the STS. Regular training of staff directly implementing the STS must
be continued, as this is one of the requirements of the best practices of Schengen acquis implementation.
The biggest challenge in this process will be to ensure the continuous and secure issuance of FTD/FRTD.
COVID-19 pandemic forced to revise some convenient and enduring procedures of STS and to modify
them adopting to be more efficient and more effective by introducing already existing IT tools. The
modernisation allowed MFA to remove staff from the trains and still collect the necessary passenger data
and hand out a Facilitated Railway Transit Document (FRTD) remotely.

Following the recommendation by the Schengen Evaluations, the IT system for issuing FTD or FRTD
(FTDIS) will be improved. Further to the upgrade of FTDIS, the paper FRTD/FTD application form will
be replaced by electronic application tool and a paper FRTD/FTD sticker will be replaced by a digital
FRTD/FTD if necessary legislation is adopted.

To ensure better availability of consular services, FTDs will be issued not only at the Embassy of the
Republic of Lithuania to the Russian Federation (Moscow), Consulates General of the Republic of
Lithuania in St Petersburg and Kaliningrad but at the Consulate of the Republic of Lithuania in Sovetsk.
SBGS remain responsible for control mechanism for the passengers traveling based on an FRTD/FTD,
maintenance of the separate passenger database software, will continue to monitor passenger trains that
are in transit in the territory of the Republic of Lithuania.

Lithuanian Police (PD) are responsible for the prevention of violations of the transit regime, detection of
and response to the violations.

Though STS infrastructure is already in place and operational, there are additional costs from the
implementation of the FRTD/FRT system that include the renewal of depreciated assets, maintenance and
support of the existing equipment and IT systems, on training of the staff executing STS and additional
operating costs, including salaries of staff specifically implementing STS.

In January 2020, following the principle of partnership and taking into account the specificities of the
BMVI, the Ministry of Interior of Lithuania (Mol) has officially invited relevant authorities and bodies
concerned to submit proposals on the BMVI programme.

The fund intervenes in the areas where either de jure monopolies of national administrations exist or
where security reasons exclude a possibility of an open call for proposals. Actions under the BMVI
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programme will be implemented on the basis of a restricted call for proposals. The grounds justifying the
use of a direct award will be set out in the award decision.

The BMVI programme design and strategy take into account the administrative capacity and governance
rules for efficiency. Wherever possible simplification measures will be implemented to reduce the
administrative burden and enhanced efficiency, effectiveness and economy.

Complementarities and synergies between BMVI and the other funding programmes covered by the
Partnership Agreement (AMIF, ISF, Customs Control Equipment Instrument, ERDF and ESF+) will be
ensured following up on national strategy and through Monitoring Committees that will not only examine
the progress in programme implementation, but also will be able to recommend combining funding from
different Union instruments in the same operation as long as double financing is avoided.

The system of prevention of double funding and ensuring control in 2021-2027 is being developed on the
basis of experience and designed tools of the previous periods.
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2. Specific Objectives & Technical Assistance

Reference: Article 22(2) and (4) CPR

Selected Specific objective or Technical assistance Type of action
X 1. European integrated border management Regular actions
1. European integrated border management Pact specific action
X 1. European integrated border management Specific actions
X 1. European integrated border management Annex IV actions
X 1. European integrated border management Operating support
X 1. European integrated border management STS
L] 1. European integrated border management Emergency assistance
X 1. European integrated border management ETIAS regulation Art.
85(2)
X 1. European integrated border management ETIAS regulation Art.
85(3)
L] 1. European integrated border management Solidarity actions
X 2. Common visa policy Regular actions
L] 2. Common visa policy Specific actions
X 2. Common visa policy Annex IV actions
X 2. Common visa policy Operating support
L] 2. Common visa policy Emergency assistance
X TA.36(5). Technical assistance - flat rate (Art. 36(5)
CPR)
Ll TA.37. Technical assistance - not linked to costs

(Art. 37 CPR)
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2.1. Specific objective: 1. European integrated border management

2.1.1. Description of the specific objective

The protection of Lithuanian land and sea border, border checks of persons entering and leaving the
country at the air, sea, river ports and land BCPs is the responsibility of SBGS. The capabilities of the
statutory bodies of internal affairs are strengthened to increase the effectiveness of the response to
incidents. In 2019, the number of border guards provided with tools and measures to the required
standards increased 75%, compared to 54% in 2016.

The Vulnerability Assessment carried out by the EBCGA in 2019 did not identify any significant
weaknesses related to border control. However, it revealed the existing vehicle fleet was obsolete and
should be renewed, as well as an insufficient number of document experts at the international BCPs.
Following the Assessment, the fleet was renewed through the ISF projects in 2019-2020. Additional 31
ALDQO’s, working at BCPs at the LTU EU external border with Belarus, will be trained in 2020-2021.

As regards Scheval in 2018, there were several deficiencies identified: need for investment in BCPs in
implementing modern technologies, increase the number of technical means, including vehicles, increase
the quality of marine monitoring resources, ensure a stable connection so that mobile border checks could
be carried out in trains and more trainings for border guards on the specific issues.

Most recommendations have been implemented. With respect to training, Lithuania provide continuous
training on different aspects of border control.

EUROSUR
Lithuania will strengthen its surveillance and IT infrastructure, particularly in the context of EUROSUR.

As a follow up on upgrading NCC under the ISF project, the improvement and modernization of the
communication channel between NCC, frontier stations, teams and BCPs is foreseen. The national border
incidents collection system used by NCC does not have a direct interface with EUROSUR. To ensure full
situational awareness and to increase response capabilities, it is necessary to look for IT solutions for the
integration of the national system and EUROSUR as well as for the automation of processes. As set out in
the EUROSUR profile, investment will be needed in existing technologies to automate information
exchange and to handle varying levels of confidentiality across the different networks. To implement
automatic/semi-automatic data exchange, new functionalities to combine/integrate data available in
national systems with data available in the EUROSUR network will be introduced.

The national border surveillance systems consist of specialised surveillance towers with thermal vision
and video surveillance cameras, data control centers, underground intruder detection system. National
equipment complies with standards of the Frontex agency. The current plan includes upgrading e-
surveillance at several frontier stations (FSs): 5 along the border with BY and 4 along the border with RF.
Upgrades to e-surveillance at 2 FSs on the BY border will be funded through Specific Action
BMVI1/2023/SA/1.1.4, while improvements at 4 FSs on the RF border will be supported by Specific
Action BMV1/2024/SA/1.4.2/004. In addition, 6 new e-surveillance systems will be installed along the
BY border under the Specific Action BMVI/2021/SA/1.5.8. Furthermore, using funds from the mid-term
review (MTR) allocation, e-surveillance systems are planned to be upgraded at 2 additional FSs — 1 on the
BY border (Kena) and 1on the RU border (Kybartai).

To apprehend promptly persons having committed illegal activities that are recorded by e-surveillance,
and to prevent illegal migration, the means of transport used for patrolling the external border have to be
regularly renewed. Therefore the procurement of the means of transport will be assured and result in
enhanced operational readiness and cover.

To improve the current condition of the patrol path, there are plans to install water drains, reinforce the
surface with geotextiles, and bring in a gravel and crushed stone coating and soil to fill the trenches.

To increase Frontex operational capacity and the LT operational capacity to implement its obligations,
patrol cars and ariel means of transport will be purchased and put at the Agency’s disposal (ref.
BMV1/2023-2024/SA/1.2.2/03).
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To increase the quality of marine monitoring resources, in line with the 2018 Scheval recommendation,
and to ensure a prompt response to potential violations of the external sea border — particularly in the
Curonian Lagoon during winter, when loose or broken ice may be present — the acquisition of a hovercraft
is planned, using funds from the MTR allocation.

To ensure the protection of the air border and critical infrastructure sites, the procurement of unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) are planned, using funds from the SAC and MTR allocation.

The priorities listed above will be supplemented by BMVI funds.
Border checks, border surveillance

With the aim of ensuring proper control and monitoring of the borders and strengthening of border checks
and surveillance at the external border, it is planned to invest into modern, interoperable equipment,
technical means for border control, including transport means and ITC systems, as well as reconstruction
of Kopgalis Coast Guard Pier.

Vehicles are necessary not only for patrol units, but also for transportation of border guards from/to their
working posts, training venues, missions, as well as for criminal intelligence officers’ swift response to
infringements and offences. In addition, with illegal migration flows increasing, a bigger number of
mobile laboratories is needed for a faster and higher quality verification of persons’ travel documents. The
vehicle fleet is planned to be renewed.

To determine smuggling of migrants more quickly and easily the purchase of a stationary search detector
for persons hidden in vehicles should be envisaged.

To ensure compatibility between systems for data exchange border guards should be provided with the
latest hardware and software. SBGS IT platform ADA for the handling of classified information to ensure
the security of information and to address the challenges should be upgraded.

For the management of the forces of the institutions involved in the border management processes are
necessary to use digital mobile radio communication network. Currently, management of the forces is
performed by using voice in the nationwide Lithuanian public security and emergency services digital
mobile radio communication network (DMRCN). However, more and more in the business processes
need to use data, images, biometrics. To achieve a high level of network security, provide new
opportunities to perform border management functions, DMRCN should be upgraded to include new
technological solutions and expand the range of services, including interconnection with large-scale IT
systems, required for border control. Border guards should use new radio services and be equipped with
modern radio communication equipment.

In 2019, a secure IT-based platform for the handling of classified information about the external borders
was developed using the funds of the ISF 2014-2020 programme. The Criminal Intelligence Unit of SBGS
administers the Virtual Workstations Infrastructure Platform. To improve mechanisms of combating
cross-border crime and hybrid threats, the Criminal Intelligence Units of SBGS should be provided with
modern technical means, which would help to collect and systematize intelligence data. The Virtual
Workstations Infrastructure Platform should keep pace with technological progress and be upgraded in a
timely manner.

The alarm system in the firearms depositories of the SBGS units was installed in 2006 by SF support. The
alarm system tracks 39 objects and traces the opening of firearms depositories. It is in the planning to
upgrade the current alarm system, as some flaws were detected during these years.

Service dogs are irreplaceable helpers of border guards in patrolling, chasing, apprehending and escorting
offenders. Thus, the purchase of service dogs and their care / training equipment must be repeated from
time to time. It is also in the planning to replace vehicles equipped for transporting of service dogs.

Kopgalis Coast Guard Pier is being reconstructed to accommodate more patrol boats. Increase of the
patrol capacities and intentions to accommodate other Coast Guard functions performing national actors at
single point arose the need to make patrol fleet base bigger, safer and modern. This action would increase
safety of the patrol assets as well as Coast Guard related inspection of the fishing/pleasure crafts in line
with “single window” principle and decrease reaction time for SAR operations and border violations. In
order to ensure interoperability and cooperation in the coast guard functions, a cooperation agreement
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with Fishery control agency is foreseen so that jointly with SBGS they will prepare technical
specifications. The overall of the Kopgalis Coast Guard Pier reconstruction will be supported by 2
separate BMVI and EMFAF projects and financed by each responsible authority in the contract in line
with the objectives of each fund. A portion of the MTR funds will be allocated to the SBGS project, which
requires additional funding to be implemented at the planned scale and completed successfully.

The priorities listed above will be supplemented by BMVI funds.

In line with PACT implementation, Lithuania needs to develop screening and multipurpose infrastructure
to manage irregular arrivals of non-EU nationals, establish fast, efficient, and streamlined procedures, and
enhance preparedness, contingency planning, and crisis response capacities. These measures will be
supported by BMVI funding under the SA.

Increase national capacities to detect document fraud

To increase the national capacities to detect counterfeiting of documents, it is necessary to upgrade a
mobile document inspection and testing laboratory, to acquire a high power video spectral comparator,
magnifying glasses, and to upgrade the hardware and software of IT system designed for work with
counterfeit documents.

Training
BMVI will support training of border guards, for:

e operational equipment, vehicles and communication systems to the extent necessary for efficient
and secure border control,

e the use of IT and communication systems for the effective management of flows of migrants
crossing borders;

e improving skills on data security, on fundamental rights including data protection, and on the rules
and procedures for data processing;

e the monitoring, advisory and control tasks carried out, in accordance with international human
rights law, including the identification of victims of trafficking in human beings and smuggling of
persons;

e IBM concept-related matters.

Lithuania will implement the recommendations of the Scheval on professional development: to organise
more refresher courses on the specialized border control issues; readiness to work in areas of passenger
profiling and counterfeit documents of the field of risk analysis and the use of analytical tools; to improve
border guards' English at BCPs; to organise management and leadership training for shift managers,
refresher courses on Schengen border control rules and examination of travel documents.

The BMVI support is also planned for aviator training (pilots, flight crew, aviation technicians).

Special training must be organised for candidates for the officer(s) setting up of the Standing Corps. The
training will be dedicated for the officers selected and appointed to Frontex as standing corps for category
3 and 4 according to the Annex II, III, IV of Frontex regulation. Topic of the trainings will depend on
profiles of officers.

Interoperability package and development of large-scale IT systems

National SIS and the relevant registers in which alerts are issued and submitted to the N.SIS, will be
adapted to interconnect with Interoperability framework by the end of 2023 (Stage I). Transitional period
to interoperability, including development, trainings, testing are planned to be finished by the end of 2025.

Strengthening of the SIRENE National Unit by Increase of Interoperability of Information Systems will
be financed by the Specific Action (call BMVI/2021/SA/1.5.4).

National preparations for the entry into operation of EES and ETIAS and for the necessary changes to the
SIRENE Bureaux Case management systems related to the implementation and operation of ETIAS will
be supported by the Specific Action (ref. BMV1/2024/SA/1.5.1).

National ETIAS will be developed taking into account the responsibilities derived from Article 76 of Reg.
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(EU) 2018/1240 and the bearing of costs as established by Article 85.

National EES will be developed taking into account the responsibilities derived from Articles 38 and 39 of
Regulation (EU) 2017/2226 and the bearing of costs as established in Article 64.

To strengthen the availability, confidentiality, integrity of national systems used for IBM, related registers
and information systems integrated with the interoperability framework, it is necessary to upgrade and
expand the technical and software infrastructure necessary for the operation of these systems, to upgrade
the implementation of security hardware and software tools.

The modernization of the module of automated risk profiles module and the upgrade of the existing
software, will improve risk management, and ensure more effective border checks of persons and
vehicles.

In line with PACT implementation, Lithuania plans to strengthen and expand its national migration and
asylum system (MIGRIS). This includes developing key Eurodac functionalities, required interfaces, and
identification tools in line with Eurodac and Interoperability Regulations (Articles 20, 20a, 22). These
measures will be supported by BMVI funding under the SA.

The modernization of IT and communication infrastructure and security measures of the national
information systems and related registers that interact with EU large-scale IT systems ensuring secure,
reliable communication with an extended range of services of DMRCN will be supplemented by BMVI
funds.

The national BMVI programme will contribute to the specific objective SO1 by focusing on the following
implementation measures:

(a) the improvement of border control (...)
Examples of the actions to be supported by the EU funds:

e investments for further developing the national components of EUROSUR such as investments to
upgrade the current border surveillance systems infrastructure, implementation of new software
solution in NCC premises and improvements of a communication link between the NCC and local
and regional coordination centres and BCPs, as well as the development of cooperation and
information exchange for the reception and analysis of aggregated data from large-scale
information systems

e actions improving the reaction capability of patrol units, including the repair of patrol path and the
purchase of land and maritime transport means, and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), in line with
standards developed by the EBCGA, where such standards are in place

e investment in technical and operational tools for border control, including transport means,
hardware and software for border guards, modernisation of the DMRCN, upgrade of the alarm
system in SBGS firearms depositories, improvement of service dogs infrastructure, and other
operating tools, in line with standards developed by the EBCGA, where such standards exist

e Kopgalis Coast Guard Pier reconstruction (a joint project) - investment in infrastructure for
maritime border control

e development of screening and multipurpose infrastructure through the adaptation of 4 FSs
(Tribonys BY, Padvarionys BY, Bardinai RU, and Kybartai RU) for regular procedures and
contingency, strengthening perimeter security at the Foreigners’ Registration Centre in Pabrade,
acquisition of technical and operational equipment for screening, upgrading IT infrastructure to
support screening and identity verification, integration of access to multiple data sources for
identity checks, enhancement of migration data analysis and forecasting, development of a browser
for law enforcement authorities, and creation of facial recognition tools to support the
identification of TCNs

e provision of first immediate relief and mobile teams, including food, non-food items, and basic
material assistance, and operating costs and provision of physical care, medical screening and care,
psychological support.

e actions related to preparedness, contingency planning, and crisis response: preparing screening
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sites for use during increased migrant influx (at Pabradé and at SBGS school Medininkai), with
potential use for reception and asylum border procedures, and adapting 2 dormitories (SBGS
school Medininkai BY and Viesvilé RU)to accommodate potential mass arrivals

e reserve for contingency issues

e increase national capacities to detect counterfeit documents such as operating equipment, required
for effective and secure border control at BCPs, in accordance with standards developed by the
EBCGA, where such standards exist

e strengthening the technical base of risk analysis and criminal intelligence through the upgrading of
the secure IT-based platform for the handling of classified information on the external borders

(d) ensuring the uniform application of the Union acquis (...)
Example of the action to be supported by the EU funds:

e Dborder management training in the field of, or contributing to the development of, European IBM,
taking into account operational needs and risk analyses, including challenges identified in the
recommendations referred to in Article 13(7) Reg. (EU) 2021/1148, and full compliance with
fundamental rights

(e) the setting up, operation and maintenance of large-scale IT systems (...)
Examples of the actions to be supported by the EU funds:

e investments linked to Interoperability package and development of large-scale IT systems such as
investments in the necessary components to access EU information systems as soon as they go live
and adaptation of all national procedures to the implementation of all the changes introduced by
the new legislation

e implementation of Eurodac for border management purposes such as creation of the Screening
module and its functionalities, integration with Interoperability systems, enhancement of IT
infrastructure, cybersecurity resilience and procurement of biometric equipment

e operational management and maintenance of national SIS, EES, ETIAS and Eurodac for border
management such as services required at BCPs and for border surveillance between BCPs

The programme will maintain a level of flexibility to respond to events and future needs as they arise,
including actions to address new development of Union acquis or Action plans.

Operating support
Beneficiaries:

1) The Information Technology and Communications Department under the Ministry of the Interior of
Lithuania (ITCD) — ensures the development and implementation of advanced information and
communication technologies for institutions in the field of home affairs, carries out the development of
registers and information systems, infrastructure and software maintenance.

2) The SBGS is directly responsible for border control activities and the operational use of the EES.

N.SIS infrastructure is located at ITCD, which is a lead authority and a single national contact point for
SIS. ITCD is responsible for the maintenance and development of N.SIS and related registry and
information systems software.

ITCD is also responsible for the administration of the technical infrastructure of the national EES, national
ETIAS and the national Eurodac for border management purposes.

For the 24/7 operation of SIS it is necessary to maintain N.SIS, related registries and information systems
software.

Within the policy objective set out in Article 3(2)(a), operating support will cover the following costs:
e staff costs, including for training;

e operational management and maintenance of large-scale IT systems and their communication
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infrastructures, including the interoperability of these systems and rental of secure premises.

Operating support for N.SIS, national EES, ETTIAS and Eurodac for border management purposes will be
covered only by BMVI programme funds. Due to rising wages and service costs, as well as the launch of
new systems, the previously planned funds will only be sufficient to cover Phase I of this project. To
ensure the supervision and support of the national EES, ETIAS, and EURODAC systems, which will
become operational during the 2025-2026 period, and to strengthen resilience to cyber threats, the ITCD
will continue to supervise and support these systems from 2026 to 2029. The necessary updates and
improvements will be implemented using funds from the MTR allocation.

The SBGS plans to use MTR funds for EES maintenance starting in 2026

SPECIAL TRANSIT SCHEME (STS)

The resources allocated to Lithuania for ensuring the smooth functioning of the STS will be used for the
compensation of foregone fees and for additional costs, which result directly from the specific
requirements of implementing the operation of the STS.

STS support concerns hardware and software upgrades, staff training, staff costs, upgrading facilities and
equipment, including vehicles, and additional operating costs. The funding priorities and indicative
actions build on the actions carried out under EBF 2007-2013 and ISF 2014-2020.

To minimize the threats of illegal entry into Lithuania both from the Kaliningrad region of Russia and
from the satellite territory of Belarus, and to meet the growing needs of SGBS, an helicopter to monitor
the trains operating under the STS will be provided, together with additional means of transport, the
acquisition of additional special equipment and the organisation of related extra tactical trainings of
officers by the Specific Action (ref. BMVI1/2023/SA/1.1.1/001).

STS authorities: MFA, SBGS, the Police Department (PD), the Public Security Service (PSS), ITCD and
the Identity Documents Personalisation Centre (ADIC).

The following five financial priorities shall govern the development and operation of the STS:
e Upgrading of FTD/FRTD issuing and delivery systems
e Ensuring and development of the control over the persons travelling with FTD/FRTD
e Strengthening the response capacity to ensure the smooth transit of Russian citizens
e Training of the staff implementing the STS (MFA, SBGS and PD)
e Additional operational costs (of MFA, SBGS, PD, ITCD, PSS and of ADIS).

For more information please refer to the "Special Transit Scheme" under the icon "Documents".
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2.1. Specific objective: 2. Common visa policy

2.1.1. Description of the specific objective

Enhancing the efficiency, client-friendly environment at consulates / Training of consular staff

In 2018, Lithuanian visa services abroad (the diplomatic missions and consular posts of Lithuania abroad
who are responsible for the issuance of visas) issued 346,626 Schengen visas, and in 2019 - 354,373
Schengen visas. The number of the national visas issued also increased from 39,162 visas in 2018 to
40,722 visas in 2019. Due to pandemic travel restrictions in 2020 and in 2021, Schengen visa numbers has
reduced to respectively 67,347 and 23,965. On the other hand the number of national visas did not stop
increasing and have reached 42,269 and 55,503, and after Lithuania lifted all pandemic restrictions for
foreign travelers since 1st of May 2022, the numbers of Schengen visas are gradually increasing.

To provide an efficient and client-friendly services to visa applicants while maintaining the security and
integrity of the visa procedure, enhance the quality of data stored in ICT systems and to ensure the
exhaustive information is provided to the applicants as regards access to, and, if necessary, rectification of
personal data, the trainings of the consular officers at MFA will be supplemented by directly trainings for
consular officers and other visa staff in the regions where experience of work in a particular region would
be shared, thus creating added value. The trainings are planned using the funds of the BMVI programme.

Large-scale IT systems - Visa Information System (VIS)

N.VIS enables Lithuania to exchange data on visa applications and visa related decisions with other
Member States. The designated authorities may use the VIS and a liaison mechanism VIS MAIL, the VIS
operates in all regions and in all BCPs. Hence in support of the EU Visa policy, attention will be given for
the correct implementation of VIS. N.VIS will be entirely renewed, both the hardware and at software, in
view of emerging technologies and new requirements. This will ensure better efficiencies at consular level
and better synergies with other national systems such as any traveler registration and EES.

Lithuania plans to:

e improve the quality of biometric data and expand the processing possibilities by introducing new
technologies and solutions;

e optimize processes by speeding up decision making on visa issuance, extend the scope of visa
validity verification measures, and to create data exchange interfaces with EES and ETIAS;

e modernise the IT and communication infrastructure of N.VIS, registers and related information
systems, to ensure their uninterrupted and proper functioning, as well as data integrity and
security;

e improve the exercise of a data subject’s rights to information, access to, and rectification and
erasure of, his or her personal data, and to the restriction of the processing thereof through
publication of the subject’s rights, including an application form for rectification of personal data,
at the website;

e interconnection with Interoperability framework.

Lithuania also plans to upgrade N.VIS according VIS Regulations (Regulations (EU) 2021/1333 and (EU)
2021/1334).

The upgrade of N.VIS (VIS recast) will be funded under the BMVI programme.

The implementation of relevant recommendations identified by the Vulnerability Assessments and
Schengen evaluations will be in the course of the NP’s life span.

The national BMVI programme will contribute to the specific objective SO2 by focusing on the following
implementation measures:
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(a) the provision of efficient and client-friendly services to visa applicants while maintaining the security
and integrity of visa procedures, and fully respecting the human dignity and the integrity of applicants or
of the visa holders in accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 767/2008;

Examples of the actions to be supported by the EU funds:

e Trainings on visa matter. Trainings are planned at the premises of the consulates of the Republic of
Lithuania and the premises of the LT MFA. Trainees: consular officers, local staff of MS
consulates; Lectors: LT MFA

e Strengthening staff resources for processing visa applications (operating costs)

e) the setting up, operation and maintenance of large-scale IT systems pursuant to Union law in the area of
the common policy on visas, in particular the VIS, including the interoperability of those large-scale IT
systems and their communication infrastructure, and actions to enhance data quality and the provision of
information.

Examples of the actions to be supported by the EU funds:
e Further development of the national VIS and other IT tools used for issuing visas
e Digitalisation of visa processing (after the legislative changes are approved)

e Operational management and maintenance of N.VIS (operating costs)

The programme will maintain a level of flexibility to respond to events and future needs as they arise,
including actions to address new development of Union acquis or action plans.

Operating support

1) Strengthening staff resources for processing visa applications and on-site inspections of the external
service provider's activities

Beneficiary: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania (MFA) is the state institution that shapes the
state policy, organizes, coordinates and controls its implementation.

At present, Lithuania is represented by 17 Schengen countries in 80 locations, and Lithuania represents 17
Schengen countries in 10 locations. The representation of other Schengen partners in processing
applications for Schengen visas is an important and effective element of common EU visa policy, which
gives better consular coverage, rational use of existing human and administrative resources, and expands
representation. Thus, MFA regularly updates representation agreements to update them according to the
needs and to expand the representation network.

Due to expansion of the consular representation at the Consulate general of the Republic of Lithuania in
Almaty (Republic of Kazakhstan) with the ISF support in 2016-2022, 1 additional consular officer and 1
technical employee were recruited. In order to ensure smooth representation continuance the relevant
support of BMVI is necessary. With the BMVI support, the Consulate General in Almaty (Republic of
Kazakhstan) will be able to proceed use it expanded capabilities and professional services for issuing
Schengen visas on behalf to Estonia, Finland, Sweden and countries which representation had been started
(Norway, Iceland) in 2015-2017 period. Lithuania is also considering to offer consular representation
service extension regarding visa issue in Consulate general of the Republic of Lithuania in Almaty for
Member States (Malta, Switzerland and Liechtenstein) who are not being represented in Almaty, yet.

The Embassy of Lithuania in Armenia represents in visa issuance Denmark, Hungary, the Netherlands,
Estonia Latvia and Spain (for specific categories of applicants). With the BMVI support to expand
consular staff (1 consular officer and 1 technical employee), the Embassy will be able to increase its
capabilities and professional services for issuing Schengen visas on behalf of already represented and
other Member States in case of new cooperation agreement endorsement.

Important to note that vast majority of visa applications flow to Lithuanian visa service in Turkey are from
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countries of a high illegal migration risk (Nigeria, Pakistan, Morocco, Libya, Iran, Iraq). For this reason,
the strengthening of the Lithuanian Embassy in Turkey with additional human resources (1 technical
employee) is also very important.

LT is searching solutions for remote decision making implementation as it is stipulated in Visa Code
Article 4.1a. After technically implementation such a decision MFA would necessary to hire/delegate
additional staff for remote regime decision making. Important to note that Consulate general in Grodno
and Embassy in Minsk of the Republic of Lithuania before Covid-19 pandemic situation together in
Belarus were issuing more than 260 000 visas per year (2019). To ensure visa issue to the applicants in the
Republic of Belarus in remote regime MFA would be necessary to hire/delegate additional staff (5
employees) for visa applications examination and decision making. This personnel due to seasonal visa
applications figures growth would also temporary perform visa issue functions directly at the consulates.

Retention costs for consular officers (recruited 2 consular officers and 2 technical employees staff at the
Consulate general of the Republic of Lithuania in Almaty; 1 consular officer and 1 technical employee at
the Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania in Armenia; 1 technical employee staff at the Embassy of the
Republic of Lithuania in Turkey; 5 consular officer’s team at MFA) will be covered with the BMVI
support.

Regarding LT MFA and VFS Global agreement VAC services in the next few years could be additionally
implemented in 55 new countries. Above mentioned MFA’s personnel depending on the need would also
perform on-site inspections in Lithuanian and other Member states VAC. Taking this into account the
BMVI support for retention costs of such a team would be very necessary. Lithuania will seek out other
Schengen countries with the same external service provider to make joint inspections as well.

On-site inspections of the external service provider's activities (in the premises of the provider of visa
centers) by the MFA's consular officer team members will be covered by the BMVI support.

Within the policy objective set out in Article 3(2)(b), operating support for MFA will cover the following
costs:

e staff costs, including for training

2) Operating costs of N.VIS

Beneficiary: The Information Technology and Communications Department under the Ministry of the
Interior of Lithuania (ITCD) — ensures the development and implementation of advanced information and
communication technologies for institutions in the field of home affairs, carries out the development of
registers and information systems, infrastructure and software maintenance.

In a broad sense, N.VIS consists of N.VIS, the Register of Foreigners (FR)) and the VIS MAIL
infrastructure (national part). FR is used at MFA and performs all visa issuance functions. The Visa Data
Base is part of FR. All consular offices are connected to FR by secure communication lines. FR is used by
the Migration Department of Mol and by SBGS, and all BCPs are connected to it. N.VIS performs the
role of the communication switch between the central VIS and FR.

N.VIS, FR and VIS MAIL servers are physically located at ITCD, which is the lead authority (technical
functions).

The management of the N.VIS and the FR, and storing the data of visa applicants, is in the hand of the
Ministry of the Interior.

To ensure the continuous operation of N.VIS and it’s upgrading according to the rapid technological
development ITCD will have to carry out its maintenance and development of functionality.

Within the policy objective set out in Article 3(2)(b), operating support for ITCD will cover the following
costs:

e staff costs, including for training

e operational management and maintenance of N.VIS and its communication infrastructure,
including the interoperability of the system and rental of secure premises.
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2.2. Technical assistance: TA.36(5). Technical assistance - flat rate (Art. 36(5) CPR)

Reference: point (f) of Article 22(3), Article 36(5), Article 37, and Article 95 CPR
2.2.1. Description

Technical assistance will be used by the Ministry of the Interior (as the Managing authority), Public
Institution Central Project Management Agency (as the Interim Body) and the Centralized Internal Audit
Division of the Ministry of the Interior (as the Audit Authority) for the financing of preparatory,
management, monitoring, evaluation, conveyance, control and enhancement of administrative abilities
measures, provided within the Common Provision Regulation.

The main task of a technical assistance will be perform the functions of management of the BMVI support
assigned to the Managing, Interim Body and Audit authorities, as specified by the Order No. IV-705 of 2
September 2021 of the Minister of the Interior of the Republic of Lithuania On the Allocation of
Functions between Authorities in the Implementation of the BMVI and ISF programmes 2021-2027.

For the implementation of the functions assigned to the authorities, it is planned that the BMVI 2021-2027
programme shall be the responsibility of the same staff as during the implementation of the ISF
programme 2014-2020.

Technical assistance funds are intended to be used for the the payment of remuneration and all related
payments and taxes of the assigned staff, enhancement of administrative abilities measures, information
and publicity measures of the BMVI programme, modernisation of computerised information
management and supervision system, expert services, legal consultations, translations, organising of
meetings of the Monitoring Committee, acquisition of office goods, hospitality and other administrative
costs, satisfying the requirements of the eligibility of the costs to be financed provided for in the technical
assistance rules of the Fund.
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2.2. Technical assistance TA.36(5). Technical assistance - flat rate (Art. 36(5) CPR)
2.2.2. Indicative breakdown of technical assistance pursuant to Article 37 CPR

Table 4: Indicative breakdown

Type of intervention Code Indicative amount (Euro)
Intervention field 001.Information and communication 2,977,808.00
Intervention field 002.Preparation, implementation, monitoring and control 15,354,101.12
Intervention field 003.Evaluation and studies, data collection 4,186,015.36
Intervention field 004.Capacity building 976,439.75
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6. Partnership
Reference: point (h) of Article 22(3) CPR

The managing authority will, in accordance with its national rules and practices and subject to any
applicable security requirements, involve a partnership with relevant authorities and bodies in the
preparation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the programme. The partnership will be drawn
from relevant public authorities at national, regional and local level, where applicable. It will also, include
relevant non-governmental organisations and economic and social partners to the extent possible.

The partnership will be conducted in full compliance with the respective institutional, legal and financial
jurisdiction of each partner category.

Partners will be involved according to identified need in the light of the objectives and content of the
programme and the objectives of the Fund.

Lithuania will set up a monitoring committee to support the implementation of the BMVI programme.

The rules of procedure will allow different partners as non-members to participate in the work of the
monitoring committee according to the issues on the agenda.

In January 2020, following the principle of partnership and taking into account specificities of the BMVI,
the Ministry of Interior of Lithuania (Mol) has officially invited selected authorities (because of the
specific nature and administrative competence of the bodies) to submit proposals on the BMVI
programme. The proposals submitted by:

e State Border Guard Service under the Ministry of Interior (SBGS);

e Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA);

e Information Technology and Communications Department under the Ministry of Interior (ITCD);
e Police Department under the Ministry of Interior (PD);

e Public Security Service under the Ministry of Interior (PSS).

SBGS is tasked with the prevention and the repression of irregular border crossing, facilitation of irregular
immigration, use of false documents for border crossing and cross-border criminality, such as smuggling.
Under Lithuanian national legislation, SBGS as well as other competent national law enforcement
authorities (LEAs) are empowered to carry out criminal intelligence activities. Different national LEAs
are tasked with both the prevention and repression in different areas of crime. Consequently an inter-
agency agreement is already in place tasking particular agencies with relevant tasks.

MFA is the state institution that shapes the state policy, organises, coordinates and controls its
implementation.

ITCD, acting as the administrator of the national VIS, SIS, the nationwide digital mobile radio
communication network (DMRCN), used by Lithuanian public security and emergency services, the
Information system of Home Affairs (VRIS), maintains the main and back-up data centers of these
systems.

Lithuanian Police (PD) in addition to other assigned functions are responsible for the prevention of
violations of the special transit scheme (STS) regime, detection of and response to the violations.

PSS cooperates with the SBGS and the Lithuanian Police and officers thereof perform special police tasks
for the ensuring and restoring of public order in such cases when the local police forces are insufficient or
the security of transit passengers or public order is in danger. A part of the PSS staff is allocated to
perform STS tasks.

By its Order No. 1V-323 of 6 April 2020, the Mol set up a working group for drawing up of the
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programme. The working group consists of 11 members who represent the Mol, MFA, SBGS, PD,

PSS, ITCD, Special Investigation Service, Financial Crime Investigation Service under the Mol, Customs
of the Republic of Lithuania and State Security Department of the Republic of Lithuania. The working
group is chaired by Vice-minister of the Mol.

On the basis of proposals from the institutions (intended beneficiaries) the working group analysed the
proposals, evaluated their compliance with the requirements provided by Specific Regulations and drafted
a financial plan of the national programme. After that the Mol acting in close cooperation with the
institutions that are responsible for the security of the EU external borders and (or) functioning of the
STS, prepared a draft of the programme.

Mol ensured that there was no conflict of interest among the partners at the different stages of the BMVI
programming cycle.

Programme authorities (appointed by the Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania No.
164, dated of 26 February 2020):

e Mol as the managing authority bears the main responsibility for the effective and efficient
implementation of the programme and therefore fulfils a wide range of functions, its functions in
relation to the selection of operations, programme management and support for the monitoring
committee.

e The Public Institution Central Project Management Agency will act as the intermediate body. The
managing authority will delegate certain tasks under its responsibility for the intermediate body.
The procedures for supervising the activities delegated to the intermediate body will be laid down
in the Partnership Agreement between the managing authority and the intermediate authority.

e The Centralised Internal Audit Division of the Mol as the Audit Authority will carry out audit
work under the responsibility of the audit authority.

Beneficiaries:
e SBGS;
e MFA;
e ITCD;
e PD;
e PSS;

e Personalization of Identity Documents Centre under the Ministry of Interior (to purchase FRTD
stickers, forms for affixing the visas and FTD stickers as will be ordered by the MFA).

Participation of other partners will be considered during the implementation of the BMVI programme.
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7. Communication and visibility
Reference: point (j) of Article 22(3) CPR

Objective: to ensure the visibility, transparency and communication activities of the BMVI in Lithuania
Target audience:
e the public, which is the ultimate beneficiary of the BMVI funds;

e applicants, for whom it is important to be properly informed about the possibility to apply
smoothly and to participate in a transparent selection process;

o final beneficiaries, for whom it is important to know all project implementation processes and
requirements;

e the media, experts in the relevant fields, whose insights and advice are useful both for informing
and for involving the public more actively.

Communication channels. The choice of communication tools and channels depends on the purpose of the
specific communication campaign and the target audience. The main channels of communication:

e traditional (events, news portals, physical stands, TV, radio);
e digital (websites, social media).

Communication and visibility will be implemented at two levels. Managing authority (MA) is responsible
for communication and visibility measures at the level of the programme: provides information on the
implementation of the programme to the institutions, the monitoring committee, applicants, final
beneficiaries, the public, etc. The Intermediate Body and the final beneficiaries are responsible for
information and visibility measures at project level. The final beneficiaries carry out information and
publicity activities through publications, press articles, other information material, etc.

Communication to Union citizens of the role and achievements of the Funds will be ensured through a
single website portal providing access to all programmes involving Lithuania.

There will be a one common communication officer/coordinator across levels to ensure consistency.

MA shall ensure that in a website information on the programme is available, covering all the required
information according to the Common Provisions Regulation (CPR) (the programme’s objectives,
activities, available funding opportunities and achievements, etc.) and the BMVI regulation.

MA, Intermediate Body and beneficiaries shall use the emblem of the European Union in accordance with
Annex IX of the CPR when carrying out visibility, transparency and communication activities.

Output indicators are used for evaluation of communication activities.
Budget: at least 5% of all TA.
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8. Use of unit costs, lump sums, flat rates and financing not linked to costs
Reference: Articles 94 and 95 CPR

Intended use of Articles 94 and 95 CPR Yes|No
From the adoption, the programme will make use of reimbursement of the Union contribution based on unit costs, O IX
lump sums and flat rates under the priority according to Article 94 CPR
From the adoption, the programme will make use of reimbursement of the Union contribution based on financing not |[] |[X
linked to costs according to Article 95 CPR
EN 46 EN
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C. Calculation of the standard scale of unit costs, lump sums or flat rates

1. Source of data used to calculate the standard scale of unit costs, lump sums or flat rates (who produced,
collected and recorded the data, where the data is stored, cut-off dates, validation, etc.)

EN 49 EN




2. Please specify why the proposed method and calculation based on Article 94(2) CPR is relevant to the
type of operation.
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3. Please specify how the calculations were made, in particular including any assumptions made in terms
of quality or quantities. Where relevant, statistical evidence and benchmarks should be used and, if
requested, provided in a format that is usable by the Commission.
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4. Please explain how you have ensured that only eligible expenditure was included in the calculation of
the standard scale of unit cost, lump sum or flat rate.
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5. Assessment of the audit authority(ies) of the calculation methodology and amounts and the
arrangements to ensure the verification, quality, collection and storage of data.
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B. Details by type of operation
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